Reading with a child - question prompts
Explain the meaning of the words 
• What does this... word/phrase/sentence... tell you about... 
character/setting/mood etc.? 
• What other words/phrases could the author have used? 
• How has the writer made you and/or character feel ...happy/sad/angry/ 
frustrated/lonely/bitter etc.?
• What other words/phrases could the author have used?

Retrieve and record information
• Where does the story take place? 
• Who are the characters in the book? 
• What do you think is happening here? 

Summarise main ideas 
• What’s the main point in this paragraph? 
• Can you explain why...? 
• I wonder why the writer decided to...? 

Make inferences from the text 
• What makes you think that? 
• Which words give you that impression? 
• How do you feel about...? 
• Can you explain why...? 
• I wonder what the writer intended? 
• I wonder why the writer decided to...?

Predict what might happen 
• Can you think of another story, which has a similar theme; e.g. good over evil; 
weak over strong; wise over foolish? Do you think this story will go the same 
way? 
• Why did the author choose this setting? Will that influence how the story 
develops? 
• How is character X like someone you know? Do you think they will react in the 
same way? 
Explain how information is related 
• Explain why a character did something. 
• What is similar/different about the two characters? 
• Why is 'x' (character/setting/event) important? 

Make comparisons within the text 
• How is it similar to ...? / How is it different to ...? 
• Compare and contrast different characters/settings/themes in the text 
• What do you think about the way information is organised in different parts of the text? Is there a reason why this is done?
